CHAPTER II
ASAGAO

THE death of Prince Momozono meant, of course, the
return to Court of the Kamo Vestal, Lady Asagao ;
and Genji followed up his letter of welcome by
numerous other notes and messages. For it was, as I have
said before, a peculiarity of his character that if he had
once become fond of any one, neither separation nor lapse
of time could ever obliterate his affection. But Asagao
remembered only too well the difficulty that she had before
experienced in keeping him at arm's length, and she was
careful to answer in the most formal and guarded terms.
He found these decorous replies exceedingly irritating. In
the ninth month he heard that she had moved into her
father's old residence, the Momozono Palace, which was at
that time occupied by Princess Nyogo, a younger sister of
the old Emperor.1 Here was an opening; for it was
perfectly natural and proper that Genji should visit this
princess, who had been his father's favourite sister and with
whom he had himself always remained on excellent terms.
He found that the two ladies were living in opposite wings
of the Palace, separated by the great central hall. Though
old Prince Momozono had so recently passed away the
place had already assumed a rather decayed and depressing

1 Consequently an aunt both of Asagao and Genji, who were first
cousins; Prince Momozono, Asagao's father, being a brother of Genji's
father, the old Emperor. Asagao was the one lady whom Genji had
courted in vain. See vol. i, p. 68.